_ 


Th 4 


"S. 2 *; n 


" F 


WA tric STATE of the CASE betwitt the Company; 
for raiſing the Thanies Water in'York-buildings, and Tho- 
mas Mathie Merchant in Preſtonpans, 


5 With ſome OBS ERVATIO N S thereon, ſhowing the Grounds and Motives of the 
= 4;gerent Proceſſes rajſed againit Mr. Mathie; and the Reaſons for recalling the Powers of 
Factory given to him by the Company. | 


Company's own Expence, while the Authors ot theſe Proceſſes are not a Sixpence intereſted in 
the Event of ſome of them. # 

= Mr. Mathie has for ſome Time paſt been in ſuch a Situation in the Company's Affairs, that 
W ſome other ot their Doers here wanting to have him fer aſide, obſtructed che Management in- 
EX {cad of aſſiſting of him, and lay upon the Catch, waiting for every Opportunity of blamins 
him to his Malers The Company s Servants were incouraged to diſobey his Orders, and to 
rebel againſt him, and every the leaſt Omiſſion was magnified into a Crime, and to crown all, 
a Criminal Proceſs has been raiſed againſt: him, and carried on by the Aſſiſtance of a good 
Number of the moſt conſiderable Lawiers, that if poſſible, ſuch Conſtructions and 'Turns might 
be given to Actions that are otherwiſe innocent and ordinary, as might make them have the Ap- 
pearance of a Delinquence, and procure ſome Cenſure upon him; under theſe Circumſtances 
Mr. Mathie thinks himſelf obliged to fer the whole Afflir of his Management in a true Light, 
and to lay the Facts themſelves before the World; his Actions have been all fair and open, and 
owned by him on all Occaſtons ; he does not pretend to be exempted from Faults, but he is not 
conſcious of his having done any Thing Criminal in his Management of the Company's Affairs; 
his Intentions were atways geod and avowed, and he will be exceedingly unlucky, if while he 
thought he was doing Right, he ſhall have fo tar misjudged, as to be deemed guilty of a Crime : 
But he is perſwaded, that wher all the Circumſtances of his Behaviour in the Company's Bu- 
fineſs are confidered, it will be plain, that his Enemies are rather ſecking to make Faults and 
Crimes againſt him, than to make out or.give Evidence of thoſe already committed. | 


of Tranent at 795 IL. Sterl. per Auuum, and of the Coallieric of Tranent and Salt-works of 
Cockenzie at 1000 L. per Aunum for 31 Years, and Mr. Firdyce was aſſumed a Partner at his ear- 
neſt Deſire, but without making the Company acquainted with ir, becauſe he was then their 
Agent; this Leaſe was like to prove fatal to Mr. Mathie, the Coallicric and Salts-works were 
in exceeding bad Order, and he was obliged to imploy all his Pains and Money to bring them 
unto a tolerable Condition; he was like to get no Aſſiſtance from his Partners, neither as to At- 
'tendance:or laying ourMeney,: but all the Loſs was like to came upon himſelf, ſo that he found 
himſelf involved in an Affair, which was likely to ruin him, therefore he prayed the Company 
ti rake it off his Hands, and Mr. Fordyce was applied to for the Aſſiſtance of his Intereſt with 


L ODE Tack. And at laſt the Company ſeeing Mr. Mathie had been at a great deal of Pains in im- 
- fupport the Credit of their Stock, by railing a Dividend yearly out of the Coallierie, if it was in 
their own Hands, and upon Mr. Mathie;s ingaging to ſerve them as Factor, at a moderate Sal- 
lary, they were pleaſed to releaſe him of his Obligation by the Tack, and take the Barony of 
Tranent, with the Coallarie and Salt-works into their own Hands, 5 
Mr, Matthie ſerved the Company as their Factor for ſometime, without any Complaints or 
Diſturbances, Colonel Hoxſey came into this Country at that Time to lock into the Company's 
' Aﬀairs and ſettle Accounts with their Agents and Factors, and he teſtified an intire Satisfaci- 
on with Mr. Matthies Management, fitted and paſt his Accounts unto Candlemaſs 1726, tad 


In 1722 Mr. Mathie and Mr. Hvr/ley, then the Company's Factor, got a Leaſe of the Barony 


the Company; ſome Grarification to him was ſpoken of, tho" he was himſelf concerned in the 


proving the-Coallicrie and Salt- works, Which was ſo far Gain to them, and having a View to 
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promiſed him his Favour and Aſſiſtance in procuring Payment of ſome Claims he had upon 
the Company. . 1 

Bur the Colonel's ſtay in this Country, he often talked of a Project of ſeiling all the 
Company's Eſtates, except that of Mintoun, and that the Land- rent of the Eſtate ot nien * 
ſhould be applied towards increaſing the Produce of the Coal-works under Mr, Matthi:'; 8 
Charge. This Project as laid ſeem d to leave little Buſineſs for the Company's Agent to 8 
do; and Mr. Buchan, who was by that Time Leaſee of the Eſtate of Wintoan, was by thi; 
Deſign alſo to be laid aſide ; but whatever might be the Fears or the Hopes that migh: 
from thence ariſe to any concerned in the Management of the Company's Affairs, Mr. Mat-“ 
thie cannot fail to obſerve that he has ſince that Time met with conſiderable Oppoſition and 
many Obſtructions in his Management, in which Mr. Fordyce and Mr. Buchan always ſeemed i 
to be one Way or other principally intereſted. | 

The firſt Thing that happened to diſturb Mr. Matthie in his Management was, That in | 
8 1726, the Salters began to Complain and Murmure againſt tiie Smallneſs of their | 
Wages, and having gotten ſome Incouragement and Hopes of Redreſs frome ſome of the Com- 
pany s Managers who were about the Colonel, whereot Mr. Fordyce was one, they refuſed to 
Work any more until anew Agreement was made, and Mr. Matthie having acquainted the 
Colonel with it, adviſed him to anew Agreement more for the Security cf the Company | 
than the former one, and as reaſonable for the Salters, ſince their Profit depended upon their 
induſtry, and the Matter was adjuſted accordingly. : 

Soon after the Salters who are always diſpoſed to Murmure and Complain, were induced | 
to make a new Complaint pretending that the agreed Wages were not duly payed to them by | 
Mr. Matthie, and their Petition was drawn up and preſented to Colonel Horſey by Mr. F- 
dyce, Mr. Matthie knew the Complaint was groundleſs, and whatever was in it he miglit have 
expected to have been appriſed of it by the Agent before it was given in to the Colonel, 
however he immediately anſwered it by ſhewing the Salters Accounts, whereby there ap- 
peared to be only a Ballance of 8 IL. Srerl, owing amongſt twelve of them, and having re- 
preſented to the Colonel, there was a Neceſſity of keeping a ſmall Sum Weekly in his Hands, 
during the Summer to be a fund of their Maintainance during the Winter when the 
Weather did net allow them to Work, that if they got all their Wages, they were ſo 
fooliſh and unfrugal, as to ſpend in Drinking and other Debauches, whatever was over I 
the neceflary Expences of their Family, and thereby brought themſelves and their Families | 
to great Straits when ever their Work was interrupted ; the Colonel judged the Meaſures | 

taken to be jult and reaſonable, and therefore he Wrote on the foot of their Petition 
finding the Alligations falls I. refer you to Mr. Matthie ; this was done in March 1726. ö 
In the firſt Week of April thereafter, notwithſtanding of what had pailed before the Colo- 
nel, Mr. Fordyce met of new with ſome of the Salters and a freſh Complaint was formed, 
and a Memorial drawn upon the ſame Heads with the Petition to the Colonel, and this | 
was by Mr. Fordyce tranſmitted to the Company, and at the ſame Time, Mr. Firdyce took 
' Occaſion to quarrel Mr. Matt hie for ſuffering ſome of the Trees in the Parks of Seaton to 
be eaten by his own Sheep, and about the beginning of May a private Information is ſent | 
to the Company, that Mr. Matthie had Shipped Coals from Leith to the Company's Pre- 
judice, and Mr. Matthie juſtified himſelf to the Company as to thele Particulars, by tel- 
ling them, that the Complaint tranſmitted from the Salters had no other Foundation, than 
that which Colonel Horſey had diſapproved of when in Scotland; and that as to the Trees 
Mr. Matthie had no Sheep in that Park, it had been ſer to a Tenant, and the Damage had 
been done by Black Cattle in the Time of Snow: And as to the Shipping of Coals from | 
Leith it was a malicious and a falſe Aſperſion, and at the ſame Time Mr. Matthie in his Let- 
ter to the Company takes notice, That if ſuch groundleſs Informations from that Quar- 
_ © ter were liſtned to and not checked, he could expect little Peace in Managing the Com- 
e pany's Affairs, that cunning deſigning Men might propoſe to find their Account in his 
_ © Buſineſs be the Circumſtances what they will, but he did not underſtand how a Man who 
| 6: rd honeſtly and wanted to ſhun Contention could be eaſie in ſuch a State, as he found 
* himſelf in. | | 

After this the Obſtruction to Mr. Mathie went Kill on more and more, The Salters and Coal- 
liers naturally querelous and diſſatisfying with their - preſent Condition, did not fail to renew 
their Complaints, becauſe in ſtead of being reſtrained and corrected as they ought to have been 
by the Company's Agents, they found themſelves well heard and incouraged, Mr. Fordyce writes 

again ro the Company about the Complaints, and at laſt an Order is given to the Agents to Ex- 

amine the Allegations of the Salters, and Report to the Company, and accordingly on the 6th 
of July they made an Enquery, and when Mr. Mathie appeared with them Face to Face, and 
gave Account of his Preceedings, the Agents were obliged to declare in the ſtrongeſt Terms 
that the Salters Complaints were Groundleſs. 

Thereupon by a Letter the 27th July, Mr. Mathie takes occaſion to Complain to the Com- 

I pany, That the Coalliers and Salters are naturally Troubleſome and Rude People, and 
_ © that it was a hard Thing to keep them to their Duty, that he found it difficult when he was 
e Tackſman, but much more ſo of late, occaſioned by Incouragement given the 3 in their 
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prompted by ſome Perſons to make theſe Complaints, the conſequence of which was to weaken 
and deſtroy his Authority over them, in ſo much that on the Saturday before eleven Salt Pans 
were thrown out of Work, only from the turbulent Humour of the Salters, and tley even 
threatned to oppoſe him with Violence, if he attemptcd to take Salt out of the Girnels with- 
„% out their Conſent, that the Infection began to ſpread among the Coalliers, that the Agents had 


= © ſome Time ago examamined the Ground of their Complaint, and he referred to their Report, 
and that by their Accounts brought down to the Day before their Mutiny, there was only 
I. 22 Kerl. owing among them all, which he was abliged in point of Prudence to retain for 


© their Subſiſtance in the Winter. 

About this Time Mr. Mathie took occaſion to meet with Mr. Fordyce to tell him that he was 
well apprized of the ill Offices he did to him in miſ-repreſenting his Conduct to the Company, 
and ſtirring up the Salters and Coalliers againſt him, and that he knew he was the Spring ot all 
the Diſquiet he had met with, and theretore he was reſolved not only to ſhow the Comp any the 
part he acted in privatly taking a Share of the Leaſe of the Eſtate while he was their Agent, but 
allo to ſue him for a Share of the Loſs by that Tack, ſince he owed him no Favour, and met with 
ſo many Acts of unjuſtice at his Hand, this had the good Effect to procure a Promiſe of Friend- 
ſhip from Mr. Fordyce, and that from thencetorth he would give Mr. Mathie no juſt Grounds of 
Complaint againſt him, but how far that has been done or not, will appear trom thoſe Facts 
that ſhall be noticed in the Sequel of this Narrative. | 

The Saiters were now quiticd and at their Work, and taen the Coaliers took up the Quar- 
rel, and on the 15th Augu#? laſt, they ailembled in a riotous Manner; and when Mr. Mat hie 
was giving them Orders about their Work, they came up to him, and offered to lay Hands 
on him, and endeavoured to pull kim off his Horſe, This obliged him to get a Watrant 
to apptehe d the Ringleaders ; but he delayed putting it in Execution, leſt.,it might occaſion a 
new Tumult to the Retardment of the Company's Aſtairs,; and Mr. Mathie gave the Company an 
Account of thisfby his Letter, dated the ft ot Other, inform.ng them further, © That he per- 
« ceived his Delay in puniſhing them had a bad Etic&, that ii made them contemn his Au— 
te thority ; and that having ſhown Mr. Campbell the Neceſlity of diſmiſſing ſome of the moſt 
« turbulent of the Salters, he had concerted the Matter with them: But when he attempred 


« Authority, and would not quit his Houſe or Saltpan, and otherwiſe abuſed him That 
« thereupon he had gotten Warrant to impriſon him; but the other Salters and their Wives 
t had deforced the Conſtables, ard reſcucd him; and that four ot them had gone to the 
Agents at Edinburgh, with a great Deal of falſe Stories and Complaints, to obtain from 
them to interpole, the Coniequence whereof was to rivate the Notion they had; That Mr. 
« Mathie was not veſted with any Authority over them, and that they necd only apply to the 
« Agents for Reltet, when he attempted to conſtrain them to their Duty; That *is known 
iO be a Thing utterly impracticabie to carry on a Coal or Saltwork, unleſs he, who has 
« the immediate Inſpection, have Authority over the Workers ; That he had formerly wrote 
to the Company, he had Ground 19 think the Salters were prompted and ſpirited up to 
complain; and that lately ſome of them had not only owned, that, but alſo that they were 
adviſed to Mutiny, and give up the Work, and that they had received ſome Money from 
the Adviſers : But this he was unwilling to believe, unleſs he had further Proof of 
e ft.“ 
Thus it appears clearly, That Mr. Mathie has laboured under very great Difficulties, the 
Salters and Coaliers Complaints, when ſearched at Bottom, had been found groundleſs; 


yet they daily renewed their Complaints, and added new falſe ones to juſtify their Sedi- 


tion, they were hearkned to, or rather encouraged by the Company's Agents; Mr. Foradjce 
had actually given them about forry Shillings Kerling, which they looked upon as an approv- 
ing of their Conduct and Complaints. This weakned Mr. Mathie's Authority exceedingly ; 


ſo that it was not in his Power, without intirely ſubmitting to their Humours, to bring them - 


again into Order. They reſiſted by Force; and it will atterwards appear, that when he got 
Warrants to impriſon them from the Lords ot Juſticiary, George Buchan and the Company's 
'Lawier took their Part againſt him, tho', whenever they were at the Pains to make a ſtrict 


+ Enquiry into the Grounds of their Complaint, and Mr. Mat hies Proceeding againſt them, 


the Salters were ſtill found in the Wrong. - 


Upon the 7th Otber after the Mutiny of the Salters, and deforcing of the Conſtables, 
and their renewing their Complaints to Mr. Buchan ; and the Agent Mr. Campbell came to 
Cockeny to take Trial of the Facts complained of, he ſtated all their Accounts from the Books, 


and tranſmitted an Abſtract of them to the Company; and at the ſame Time wrote them, 
that they had been dunning him with Complaints, as if they had been all ſtarving : But that 
he found from the 2d February 1726, to the zorh September (ollowing, being eight Months, 
there was earned by eleven Salters, no leſs Sum than 264 L. 14 ſh. and of that Sum only 29 


L. Sterl. owing among them all; © And becauſe this Sum was not paid them, ſome of them 
“ hadquited their Work, and refuſcd to acknowledge Mr. Mathie's Authority over them, 


ic which obliged him to procure a Warrant to impriſon ſome of them, but the Execution of 
it was delayed at Mr. Campbel!'s Deſire ; That they ate a People of ſo mutinous and tur. 


« turbulen,.- 


5 


to execute that Reſolution, the Salter who was to be dilmiſſed told him, be diſowned his 
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dc having an abſolute Command, and diſeretionary Power over them; and that upon due Ex.” 


— 


5 - | ( 4 . ) : | | | | | 1 5 
t tutbulent Spirits, that nothing will ſatisfy chem, but making them their own Maſter: F 
e and to give them Money at a Call ; That there is an abſolute Neceſſity for the Patio: 


de zmination he now well perceives the Effect of Liſtning, and giving the leaſt Countenanc 
te to their groundleſs Complaints, is to weaken the Proprictor's lntereſt, and the Fa:® 
d& tor's Hands, and bring his Power to ſuch Contempt, that they negle& and deſert. their pro 
* per Bufineſs at Pleafure ; That they complain'd their Money is not all paid up at once, 20 
te they earned it; but when they are truſted with more at a Time than reaſonably ſuppor:® 
« their Families, they immediately get themſelves drunk, and tall a Squabling and Mutiny 
c and neglect their Work; That it ſeems ro be a prudent Method in the summer 
c when they make a great Deal of Salt, for the Fador to keep ſomething in his Hands for ſup.” 
te porting them in the Winter, when, by theit Labour, they cannot earn as much as do it 
« I have ordered them (continues he) to their Work, and that they obey Mr. Mathie, I hai; 
e diſcharged them troubling me with any mote fooliſh Complaints; he is to pay them a; © 
e much Money as is neceſſary, how ſoon they go to Work. any Salters in Scotland are wot( 
« paid; but tho* they earned Double the Money, the Complaint would be the fame ; fort 


& Patrick Balvaird, one of them, tho“ he has received his whole Money, yet he is a Mutincer 


„ with the reſt,and 1 find all of them have had a reaſonable, and ſufficientSubſiſtence ; I have been 
e dealing with them in a peaceable Manner, and they were ſo inſolent as to abuſe Mr. Mahi: 
* in my Preſence, and there ſeems a Neceſſity for your Order to diſmiſs ſuch as you thin 
« proper, particularly Nicol Hatfon and Peter Balvaird.” IN 
Mr. Mat hie endeavoured after this by fair Means to bring the Salters to their Work again; 
etety Saturday he cauſed offer them Coals, chat they might go to Work with their Pans againi: Ed 
Monday : But this being to no Purpoſe, he was obliged on the 4th of November to apply to the 
Lord Jutice-Clerk tor a Warrant to apprehend and carry them to Edinburgh, in order to be 
impriſoned there ; but when they came there, Mr, Buchan with the Company's Lawier thought? 
fit to intereſt themiel ves for them, and to obtain a Stop to be put to their Impriſonment, and 


te they had not offered the leaſt Diſturbance to him“ 


3 
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| Work again, Mr. 
* * Buchan's Servant coming out upon the Saturday Evening, made them agree not to Work, un- 


ed whether he would ot not; that he 
d to repone, the moſt peſtiferous a- 
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